
Homer Avenue Project Synopsis 
Project Summary: 
 
David Yaman Realty Services (Developer) has a purchase agreement in place to acquire the property located on 172-
174 Homer Avenue, in the City of Cortland, with the goal of transitioning ownership to the respective agencies         
involved. These   agencies include YWCA Cortland, Cortland County Historical Society, Cornell Cooperative Extension, 
and Seven Valleys Health Coalition. The developer will provide infrastructure upgrades to the building, readying it for 
individual build-out, to be completed by each agency. Infrastructure upgrades include partial demolition, roofing, 
plumbing, asbestos abatement, entrance revitalization, and parking lot/landscaping/streetscaping. Interior build-out, 
to be managed per agency needs includes sprinkler systems, HVAC systems, offices, classrooms, bathrooms, commer-
cial kitchen, exhibit areas, a warehouse, an activity center, and an indoor/outdoor farmers’ market. Exterior project 
build-out includes a playground.   
 
The developer will deliver finished spaces to each agency with the agreement the agency will own the property. The 
breakdown of space includes YWCA Cortland, Cortland County Historical Society, Cornell Cooperative Extension, Seven 
Valleys Health Coalition , and the Dollar General (current tenant). The developer will work with the agencies to create 
a condominium ownership with a property management association.  
 

Property History: 
 
The property at 172-174 Homer Ave. (U.S. Route 
11) has sat mostly abandoned, with only one  
operating store, the Dollar General. The blighted 
building is a neighborhood eyesore which has 
been steadily declining and reaching the point of 
no return where it would have to completely de-
molished. The site abuts the Cortland County Jr.              
Fairgrounds, Smith Elementary School, an        
existing community garden, is close neighbors to 
a low-income senior housing complex, a large, 
indoor sports complex, and the largest church 
congregation in the County. The site is located in 
an  under-developed, low-income area of the 
City and the project would catalyze a much-needed neighborhood revitalization. The site is also located on a main   
corridor into the City where the municipalities of Homer, Cortlandville and Cortland’s interests all meet, directly off 

interstate 81. It is a gateway to Cortland’s 
Main Street area which was recently    
awarded the Governor’s $10,000,000    
Downtown Revitalization Initiative funding. It 
compliments another redevelopment project 
underway between Homer, Cortlandville and 
Cortland, for a linear park along the       
Tioughnioga River, featuring bike/ped paths, 
and is just over the viaduct from the Central 
New York Living  History Center, which con-
sists of the Brockway Museum, the Homeville 
Museum, the Tractors of Yesteryear          
Museum, and a NYS Tourism Center, making 
it an ideal tourist attraction off Rt. 81. 
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Partner Agency Details: 
  
YWCA Cortland will relocate the Here We Grow and Learning Adventure licensed child care centers and establish a 
combined center for approximately 108 children aged 6 weeks to 5 years. Co-located will be a 26-unit supportive 
housing development, a joint project of the YWCA with Christopher Communities, for women and children, with a 
priority to serving victims of domestic abuse and women 
ages 18-25 looking to gain financial independence and 
become reestablished in the community. 
 
 

Cortland County Historical Society envisions a History Discovery Zone providing K-12 teachers and 
college students opportunities to explore history, and develop vocational research and conservation 
skills. As the repository of material treasures for Cortland County, the Society will, for the first time 
in its 90-year existence, be able to provide adequate, climate-controlled storage for these unique, 
irreplaceable artifacts, enabling the Society to display the collections in attractive and accessible 
ways for the  benefit of both casual visitors and serious scholars. The new space will also include an 
auditorium with catering kitchen to accommodate Society events which have currently outgrown 
their existing space and provide opportunity for community rentals when not in use. The Society will 

also be able to extend its outreach to children of all ages by means of the History Discovery Zone, featuring not only 
the study of history, but also of science, literature, the arts, and technology. They have reached their limit at their 
current facility. They presently are not able to grow in terms of programming, accessibility, physical capacity, and 
attractiveness, and their organization and collections suffer as a result.  
 
Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) is currently housed in the Cortland County Office Building, with hours of access 
to the building limited to 8:30am-4:30pm, M-F. CCE will utilize the Homer Avenue space to expand family, youth               
development, agriculture and human ecology programming and build a teaching kitchen in collaboration with Seven 
Valleys Health Coalition. Additionally, the close proximity to the Cortland County Fairgrounds and the new farmers’ 
market will enable CCE to integrate these spaces into their programming, effectively turning the fairgrounds, and  
possibly the market, into a teaching lab for 4-H, agriculture and hor-
ticulture. Three additional classrooms, which would easily convert 
into a large assembly hall, would also allow CCE to provide regional 
educational opportunities for farmers, families, and children, greatly 
expanding their educational outreach to the community and larger region. 

 
Seven Valleys Health Coalition (SVHC)  plans to build a new, year-round, indoor farmers’ market 
with attached    commercial-grade, community kitchen in collaboration with CCE, featuring: a small 
batch bottling and labeling center for value added products; cold storage for local producers and to 
facilitate farm to food pantry donations within the county; and space for food preparation and 
teaching. The facility will also be utilized for a new, culinary entrepreneurship program targeting low
-income community members such as the residents of the YWCA’s adjacent, supportive housing  
facility. The farmers’ market and kitchen will also be utilized as a large event space available for 
rental for conferences, weddings, and the like during off days/hours. 

 
Collaboration Benefits: Combining available spaces for rent at CCE, the Historical Society and SVHC will create a 
unique and unduplicated event space in Cortland. Large conferences or other events looking for ballroom sized space 
with breakout rooms for meetings in the City of Cortland often come up empty handed. Modern, well-equipped spac-
es of this scale, especially with adequate attached parking such as this, do not currently exist within the City of 
Cortland. The consolidation of services and efforts by four non-profits, partnering together to purchase and renovate 
what is currently a neighborhood eyesore will provide this overall project with access to the kind of capital necessary 
for acquisition, remediation and build-out, which would be highly unlikely for each entity to accomplish individually. 
This model improves the fiscal sustainability for all four organizations while simultaneously providing economic and 
social capital to the community by improving the quality and quantity of services available. 
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Partner Agency Details: 

Proposed Exterior Redesign of 172-174 Homer Avenue, Cortland, NY 
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Homer Avenue Project Partner Contact Information 

YWCA Cortland 
Contact: Kelly Tobin 
14 Clayton Avenue 
Cortland, NY 13045 

(607) 753-9651 
Kelly@CortlandYWCA.org 

 
 

Cortland Historical Society 
Contact: Charles (Bud) Jermy 

25 Homer Avenue 
Cortland, NY 13045 

(607)756-6071 
cwj1@cornell.edu 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Cortland County 
Contact: David Rutherford 

60 Central Avenue 
Cortland, NY 13045 
(607)391-2660 x404  
dcr25@cornell.edu 

 
 

Seven Valleys Health Coalition 
Contact: Susan Williams 

10 Kennedy Parkway 
Cortland, NY 13045 

(607) 756-4198 
Susan@sevenvalleyshealth.org 

 
 

David Yaman Realty Services 
Contact: David Yaman 
1 N Main St #202 
Cortland, NY 13045 
(607) 756-5872 
dyaman@verizon.net  

tel:607-391-2660%20x404

