
The Life of Martin Luther King Jr. 
 

1929 Michael (later changed to Martin Luther) King 
Jr. was born on January 15 in Atlanta, GA. 

 
1948 Graduates Morehouse College at age 19. 
1951 Graduates Croxer Theological Seminary. 
1953 Graduates with PhD. from Boston University – 

becoming DR. Martin Luther King Jr.   
 
1953    Marries Coretta Scott. They had four children.  
 

1954    Becomes pastor. 
 
1955-56   Leads the Montgomery bus boycott. 
  

1957    Asks the government to pass a Civil Rights Bill. 
 
1960    Arrested at a sit-in of whites-only lunch counter. 
 

1963    Continues to lead protests and sit-ins;  
    Delivers his, I Have a Dream speech.  
 
1964    Awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.  

 
1965 Leads a peaceful march from Selma to 

Montgomery, Alabama demanding voting 
rights for black Americans.  

 
1968    Assassinated in Memphis, TN.  
 
1986 A federal holiday was declared in his honor.  
 


