
 

Testimonies 
 
Hi everyone, my name is Annie Ryan Austin. I'm working on this project as 

well as a few others alongside Cathy this summer. It's been my pleasure 

working with her. It's also been my pleasure working with Kelly, Robyn, the 

YWCA and the Cortland Historical Society in preparation for today. I’d like to 

share a few words from some swimmers whose lives were changed by 

being a part of the Dolphins team.  

 

 

In her own words, here’s what Lindy Vangeli remembers about her time as a 

Dolphin: 

“I was born in 1957 and started swimming around the 1963–64 season, 

continuing for many years after. My mother, Essie Vangeli, was close friends 

with Ann Bertini through Catholic Daughters of the Americas. Together with 

Ann and Fulvio, my mom helped coach the very first girls swim team. Joe 

Healey and Leonard Gath were also part of that early foundation, helping 

officiate meets. I swam with the Dolphins at the YW and later with the 

Stingers at the YM. When the team moved to the YM and Coach Dick 

Williams took over, he gave the team a new name. Around that same time, 

my mom launched the CHS girls swim program, eventually moving it to 

SUNY Cortland, where she continued to coach and even taught swimming 

in Physical Education classes at Cortland. My three sisters, two brothers, 

and I were all competitive swimmers.” 

 



 

PAUSE
 

 
Our next testimony comes from Susan Sayre Havellana about her experience as 
a member of the girls swim team: 
 
“Joining the YWCA Swim team was one of the best decisions I ever made. What 

started as a simple interest grew into something much more meaningful, a 

journey filled with fun, growth, and teamwork. What made the experience 

unforgettable were the founders, the coaches (including my sister at one time) 

and my teammates! I made friends with so many wonderful girls who I am still in 

contact with today ! I will always carry the memories with me and am forever 

grateful for being part of a great organization.” 

 

 
PAUSE

 
 
Our next testimony comes from my grandmother, Suzanne Austin as she reflects 
on how she has been impacted by being a part of the Dolphins:  
 
“I joined the swim team at age eight. Over the next nine years, swimming 

became more than a sport. It taught me discipline, built my confidence, and 

introduced me to lifelong friends and mentors. By 17, I had grown into a team 

leader, proud of my victories and journey. Today, I still swim at the Cortland 

YMCA with the Cortland Masters team, where I’ve competed for nearly 20 years 

and earned 115 medals in the New York State Empire Games. Swimming 

continues to be a lifelong passion of mine.”  



 

PAUSE
 

 
Continuing our reflections, we hear from Mike Healey, a champion boys team 

swimmer in 1962 when the girls team was first established: 

 
“I have fond memories of the creation of the YWCA swim team in 1962.  I was a 

YMCA swimmer then and my father, Joe Healey, helped the Bertini’s out. Once in 

a while I attended workouts to demonstrate/ or give stroke tips. What I remember 

the most is the pure joy and excitement of the swim team members. It made me 

wonder why there were no competitive sports for girls and young women." 

 

PAUSE 
 

 
 
Their words bring back memories of my own. So now, I’d like to share my piece 

of the story: 

I joined the Stingers in 2010, nearly 48 years after the girls team was founded. I 

don’t remember much of my childhood without being on the swim team. I 

remember competing in relays with my teammates, memories of friendly banter 

in the locker room, hanging out in the gym during meets, waiting anxiously on the 

bench beside the pool waiting for our events, and without a doubt. at all times. 

attached to the hip of my best friend Molly Steve. As I reflect on my own 

memories and what I have learned preparing for this event, I admire the work of 



 

Fulvio and Ann Bertini that pushed for girls in Cortland to have a spot on the 

podium. Ann was a force. In a time when girls didn’t have opportunities to 

compete, she used her voice. She wrote to the editor. She penned op-eds in the 

Cortland Standard. She fought, not for herself, but for her daughters and other 

young women in her community who just wanted the chance to compete like their 

brothers did. Fulvio stood beside her, and together they created something much 

bigger than a swim team, they created a path forward for young women. 

 

And now, I’d love to invite Mayor Scott Steve up to say a few words. As a proud 

swim dad to three daughters who were part of this team, he’s seen firsthand what 

it means to be part of this legacy. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


