
Bertini Pool Legacy Fund Remarks-Tobin, Kelly 

Good afternoon, everyone, 

Welcome to the YWCA Cortland Legacy Society Celebration honoring the Bertini Pool 
Legacy Fund created by Catherine Bertini! We are absolutely thrilled to have so many of you 
here with us today, including some special guests we’d like to mention: 

• Jon Lipe attending on behalf of US Congressman John Mannion, who represents 
New York’s 22nd District, which includes all of Madison and Onondaga counties, as 
well as communities in Cayuga, Cortland, and Oneida counties. 

• New York State Senator Lea Webb, who represents the 52nd Senate District, which 
includes Tompkins and Cortland counties, and part of Broome county. 

• Jordan Fleming attending on behalf of New York State Assemblymember Jeff 
Gallahan, who represents the 131st District covering portions of Ontario, Seneca, 
Cayuga, Cortland, Madison, Broome and Chenango counties. 

• Lorne Montague attending on behalf of New York State Assemblymember Dr. Anna 
Kelles, who represents the 125th District, covering Tompkins County and the 
southwest part of Cortland County. 

• City of Cortland Mayor Scott Steve 
• And, President Erik Bitterbaum from SUNY Cortland 

Everyone’s presence means so much as we come together to honor a legacy built on 
vision, passion, and a deep commitment to community. 

Today, we reflect on the incredible foundation laid by Anne and Fulvio Bertini, Cathy’s 
parents, who saw something special back in 1962, a decade before the landmark passage 
of Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, which prohibited sex-based 
discrimination in education programs or activities that received federal funding. 

With heart, dedication, and an eye toward opportunity, they launched the YWCA Dolphins, 
Cortland’s first competitive girls swim team made up of girls ages 9 to 14. These girls 
weren’t just swimming, they were winning meets, breaking pool records, and, most 
importantly, growing in confidence and strength. 

Anne and Fulvio's vision was far greater than athletic achievement. They believed in 
nurturing the whole person, mind, body, and spirit, and instilling the values of teamwork, 
discipline, and wholesome competition. Their legacy lives on in every splash, every stroke, 
and every life touched by this pool. 

And of course, we must recognize Cathy, whose heart and connection to this place 
continues to inspire all of us. Cathy, your dedication to keeping your parents’ legacy alive, 



and to supporting the YWCA’s mission, has made a lasting impact, not just on this 
organization, but on generations of young people and families in our community. Thank 
you, from the bottom of our hearts. 

This pool has evolved over time, and today it serves as a warm-water therapeutic space 
where we welcome everyone from infants to seniors. It’s a place of healing, of learning, of 
joy. A place where friendships are made, fears are overcome, and milestones are reached. 

As many of you know, pools like ours are incredibly expensive to maintain, especially when 
kept at therapeutic temperatures of 89 degrees. And sadly, over the past decade, we’ve 
watched fellow YWCA pools close across New York State. When I arrived 11 years ago there 
were three remaining pools in NYS. Binghamton was the first to close its pool, followed just 
a few years ago by Elmira. And now, we are the last YWCA pool still operating in New York 
State. 

There’s a saying in the YWCA world: “If you’ve seen one YWCA, you’ve seen one YWCA.” 
Each one is unique, shaped by its community, its people, and its purpose. And that 
uniqueness is part of what makes this pool and this place so incredibly special. 

Here at YWCA Cortland, our pool remains vital to our services. In fact, from January to May 
of this year, we served 2543 adult swimmers, 798 who use the pool for laps, ran 15 
sessions of 6-week private swim lessons, and have served many children ages 6 months to 
2 years old through multiple swim lessons. We currently offer 7 different levels: 
Waterbabies, Preschool with Parents, Preschool Swim, 4 levels of lessons. All a testament 
to the essential role this space continues to be. 

I can say without hesitation: I cherish this place, as I know many of you do. It’s not just a 
pool. It’s a symbol of our resilience, our compassion, and our commitment to serving 
others. 

Thank you for being here today, to honor our past, celebrate our present, and help us 
protect and sustain this legacy for the future. 


