FROM

SENATOR LEA WEBB

Whe Feéas, m 1962, Fulvio and Ann Bertini, longtime residents of Cortland, became the

driving forces behind the creation of this city’s very first girls’ competitive swim team; and

Whe reas s In the early 1960s, girls and young women across the country had very limited

access to organized sports, particularly within schools. Competitive athletics were overwhelmingly
male-dominated, and institutional support for girls' teams was virtually nonexistent. The legal landscape
reflected these inequalities, there was no federal law requiring schools to offer equal opportunities to
students regardless of sex, and

Whe reas 3 The Bertinis understood that girls deserved the same opportunities as

boys to train, to compete, to build discipline and confidence through sport. And rather than waiting for
legislation or permission, they chose to act. With persistence, organization, and a deep commitment to
Jfairness, Fulvio and Ann Bertini helped form Cortland’s Jfirst competitive swim team for girls.

Whe reas 5 Fulvio and Ann Bertini demonstrated that meaningful change

starts in small, local acts of courage. They didn’t wait Jor federal policy or cultural shifts, they led with
conviction and foresight. In doing so, they helped pave the way for generations of girls in Cortland to
pursue athletics and discover their potential. '

Now, Be it Therefore Resolved, na me new vork siate senate, by
its member, Lea Webb does hereby proclaim and celebrate F ulViO and Ann

B er tlnl as outstanding individuals who shapea’ change in Cortland County, and

B e it F ur the r Re \) Olve d that we honor their legacy of advocacy and action

1o create meaningful change, and affirm our collective responsibility to be local leaders
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